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PREFACE TO VOL. Il

N this volume all the tunes are traditional, with the possible exception of ¢ The
Cork Leg,” and the words of most are to be found on broadsheets. Never-
theless, I feel some explanation of the contents is necessary.

It is not pretended that the ballads or the tunes are now published for the first time.
At least half of them, in one form or another, have appeared before, if not actually in
the version given here; but the greater number will be new to those living outside the
comparatively small circle of people who know much of Irish folk music.. It may be
that the lovely tunes of “Norah O’Neale,” *The Light of the Moon,” and “ Cruckhaun
Finn,” are new even to that charmed circle. For each of those three tunes, as well as ““A
good roarin’ fire,” and the superb version of “ The Lowlands of Holland,” I am indebted to
my old nurse, Ellen Boylan, who has lived in my father’s house for thirty-five years;
from her, also, I learned ““The Next Market Day,” “I know where I'm going,”
‘“ A Ballynure Ballad,” and “Must I go bound?” which appeared in the first volume.

As far as possible the words of the ballads are given here precisely as they were
recorded. Where I have made any slight adaptation I have done so for reasons set
forth in the preface to the first volume, which reasons are surely justified in a book of
this kind.

It requires the eloquence of no professional essayist to point out the deep human
feeling, the simple pathos, the wise humour of some of these ballads, for their wonderful
qualities are self-evident. Most ballads are human (if not historical) documents, and
the story told so straightforwardly in ‘‘ Skibbereen,” for example, certainly falls into
that category. Curiously enough in outline and in one or two details it resembles an
actual incident recorded by a friend of mine in Kerry less than forty years ago, though
there could be no connection between the two stories. Of the fragment “Da
Luain, da mairt” there is a legend to the effect that once upon a time a poor old hunchback
overheard the faeries singing inside a rath in some lonely part of Ireland. The phrase
he heard was simply that of ““ Da Luain, da mairt; da Luain, da mairt” repeated
many times. Being something of an artist after the manner of Hans Sachs, and
dissatisfied with the incompleteness of the melody, he added—very softly to himself—
‘“agus da Caideen ” in the form I have given here. The faeries, being quick of hearing
and naturally good musical critics, were delighted and promptly removed his hump.
There are variants of this tale to be read in old books, and I have a dim recollection of
an ancient Beckmesser who so distorted the phrasing of the little song that he received
one or two humps as punishment for his jealousy of our Hans Sachs.

“The Bonny Bunch of Roses” is a curious relic of the allegorical style of ballad.
The version printed here comes from Dungannon in the County of Tyrone—a difficult song
to sing, but very characteristic; it is best sung without any break in rhythm. England,
of course, is the ‘“ Bonny Bunch of Roses,” and the ballad itself is of English origin.

HeRrRBERT HUGHES.
Chelsea, February, 19135.



PREFACE TO VOL. L

EVERAL thousand traditional tunes have been recorded in Ireland and
published to the world. They are to be found on the shelves of antiquaries,
in elusive books long out of print, or circulating in modern form among

scholars, expert folklorists, and a small crowd of musical amateurs. Of these tunes
comparatively few are familiar to civilized musicians out of Ireland. The greater
number are dance tunes, many of which are but variants of one another and, of
course, utterly unvocal; broadly speaking, apart from the association of the dance
itself, they are quite unimportant as music. Of the melodies not connected with the
dance, however, many of those already published are of the rarest beauty and
distinction, with more variety of mood than can be found in any other folk-music
in Europe. Unfortunately in Ireland, where an alien language has been thrust upon
the people, under severe penalty at all times, the original Gaelic words that were
sung to these melodies are, in the majority of cases, lost and forgotten. Even in
the bewurla, however, the old Gaelic idiom penetrated through the verse of the ballad
writers, and here and there one may come across a song that has a few lines of a
quaint, remote beauty not found in those that have been written under a more
immediate foreign influence. In such a verse as this:

O, I would climb a high, high tree

And rob a wild bird's nest,

And back I'd bring whatever I do find

To the arms that I love best,

—-She said,
To the arms that [ love best,
or this:

There’s not a gown will go on my back, or a comb will go in my hair,
And neither flame nor candle light shine in my chamber fair;
Nor will I wed with any young man until the day I die,
Since the lowlands of Holland are between my love and me,

one comes in touch with the Gaelic imagination expressing itself strongly, although
in a foreign tongue.

But it is in Irish that the poems of real value were wedded to music, for in
writing in Irish the ballad-writers were using a language that had served literature
for centuries before England had escaped (rom the barbarism of the Middle Ages ;
and it is a thousand pities that Petrie, whose complete collection of Irish music was
published a few years ago, was not able to obtain the words to which, even in his
time, many of his melodies must have been sung. One unfortunate result has been
that many very beautiful airs have been set by modern versifiers to words (in English)
of appalling banality. Indeed, I know instances where good ballads have been rejected



in favour of some polite sentiment about willow trees and weeping maidens; and,
what is infinitely worse, instances of songs being *improved * without due acknow-
ledgment of their traditional anonymity. :

Except where otherwise stated, all the songs in this volume may be considered
traditional. As far as I could I have avoided editing these rather fragmentary
ballads; they are, I think, far better in their crude, unpolished state than they would
be were I to have set myself the task of finding rimes for unrimed verses, or of
rendering some impudent thought into reputable language. Occasionally, however,
[ have thought it necessary to omit some verses of a song altogether, and this
because the song had been of undue length and several of the verses superfluous.
In “ The Fanad Grove,” for instance, I pieced two incomplete verses together and
supplied a missing line of another, and the simple story is told in three verses
instead of the original five or six. This is not a volume for antiquaries and other
experts; but to all whom it may concern I offer this explanation of what I mean by
adapting or editing. .

There are so many tunes, and variants of tuncs, to be found in collections of
Irish music, that I have not thought it worth while to compare those in this book
for the purpose of identification and possible relationship. They may stand as they
are quite well, I think, without further credentials; and I might add that while all
of these melodies bave been gathered in Ireland, I do not claim that they, or their
“traditional ¥ words, are of necessity indigenous to Ireland. Some have very
doubtful ancestry, and may have emanated from Scotland, or from the border, or
from purely English sources. To-day, however, they have so far entered into the
consciousness of the people who sing them, that I am content to let them pass as
Irish. It has been the most notable achievement of the Irish nation that it has,
consistently throughout ten centuries, imposed the quality of its mind upon every-
thing that has tried to usurp its life and “educate” its feeling; and it takes a
comparatively short space of time for an imported song to receive the impress of
local idiom and characteristic so strongly as to deceive the unwary collector into
believing he has alighted on some native and unfamiliar melody. The constant
migration between England and Scotland and Ireland during the harvesting season
accounts in a very large measure for the continuous importation and exportation of
country ballads. In the West Country, for example, many Irish songs have taken
root, and only recently ‘ Brennan on the Moor” was published in an English
collection—an Irish Ballad that has been familiar in every farm kitchen from
Dunluce to Skibbereen for generations.

it is the fashion among many expert musicians in England to label certain folk
tunes as belorging to established Greek modes, such as the Dorian, for example, or
the Phrygian; and a tune’s right to be considered of some antiquity is thereby
decided. It may be the case that the Sussex peasant sings his bacchanalian ballads
to some formulated ecclesiastical system of musical scales, but it has never been
proved (although frequently insinuated) that these modes were ever sung by the
peasantry in Ireland; and ecclesiastical Plain Song has never had sufficient vogue or



influence to affect the daily life of the people so much that they would, even uncon-
sciously, imitate the manner of church chants in their secular music. On the
contrary, it has recently been demonstrated that the Irish possessed, and still employ,
a series of scales or modes that are only quite distantly related to the Greek modes,
and with a much greater variety of intervals. The obvious comment of the academy-
nurtured musician is that they are “ only singing out of tune,” but experience has
proved that they have a scale system as delicately and elaborately constructed as the
most fastidious modern artist could wish. So-called * quarter tones ” are deliberately
sung by the unlearned and despised peasant; and if any incredulous person thinks I am
exaggerating let him go to Innismurry or the Aran Islands or Connemara or Donegal
and if he can persuade a native 10 sing (generally a most difficult business) he can
judge for himself; or as a further alternative let him compare the ease with which the
natives of China sing intervals that are unknown (as yet) to the Queen’s Hall.

Musical art is gradually releasing itself from the tyranny of the tempered
scale. If composers find its restrictions too exacting—well and good; the manipula-
tion of an untempered scale will be found possible as a matter of course. There is
no reason why an arbitrarily fixed scale should stand in the way of the musical
revolutionary. That it is merely arbitrary history shows clearly enough, and if we
examine the work of the modern French School, notably that of M. Claude Debussy,
it will be seen that the tendency is to break the bonds of this old slave-driver and
return to the freedom of primitive scales.

Musical scholars, as well as political experts, are apt to forget that the history of
Ireland is not the history of England. They forget that over a thousand years ago
Ireland was the most highly educated country in Western Europe, and that even in
her decadence she has retained some of this old knowledge and culture; and, as a
consequence, her contemporary literature and folk-music still have qualities that are
peculiar to her, and do not quickly respond to the influence of antipathetic forces. In
recording her folk-music one is always meeting with this independence—I would
almost say, isolation. Over and over again I have found it impossible to write down a
tune that bas been sung or played to me, for the simple reason that our modern
notation does not allow for intervals less than a semitone.

This volume, therefore, includes merely those melodies that approximate to
our modern tempered scale, and, in the case of those I have collected myself, exactly
as they were sung or played, I have written accompaniments for them, but I
have avoided identifying the harmonic treatment with any formal system of alleged
modes, for I feel that to do so is to pin one down to a period, to a date almost. The
accompaniments are intended to represcnt improvisations rather than a defined and
permanent harmonic code ; each was written thus as it appealed to me at one particular
moment. I should probably have quite a different scheme for each one to-morrow if [
were to re-write them.

HereerT HucHss.

London, 1909.
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From a poem by
the Bard of Thomond.

Andante con moto.

Draherin-o-Machree!
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The Maid with the Bonny Brown Hair.
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Norah O’'Neale.
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The Lowlands of Holland.

.

(LAST NIGHT I WAS A-MARRIED.)

Traditional. COUNTY DERRY.

Allegro moderato, quasi maestoso. (M. M. J: 104.) .
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The County of Mayo.

Translated from the Irish of Thomas Lavelle,
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