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String Quartet in e-minor

op. 7 no. 1

Jacques Féréol Mazas (1782 -1849)



Jacques Féréol Mazas is well known among violinists as the composer of the “Etudes Spéciales”, “Etudes
Brillantes” and “Etudes d’Artistes”. He also composed numerous pieces (salon pieces?) for violin, viola or cello
and piano, numerous duos for 2 violins (at all levels of difficulty), a few short pieces for violin and orchestra and
one set each of three string quartets (op. 7) and of three string trios (op. 18, for 2 violins and viola). These two
sets are his only chamber pieces with more than two players.

The quartets op. 7 were published around 1822 by Schott in Mainz and this edition has been posted on IMSLP.
The three works have each its own character, are imaginatively and skillfully written and--so I believe--very
attractive. No modern edition is available. This typeset, based on the Schott edition, may therefore encourage
some people--who may remember Mazas's qualities as a composer from studying the etudes--to try out these
quartets themselves.

The source consists of the four parts and is not of very high quality: Dynamic and articulation markings are often
very inconsistently applied, occasional accidentals are missing, legato bows are often ambiguous (as to which
notes are included or excluded) and there are even some measures with an incorrect number of beats.

In this situation no effort was made to mark additions or corrections by the typesetter in the text. Dynamic and
articulation markings were made consistent without making them uniform to the best ability of the typesetter.
The goal was to produce a version ready for players to enjoy, not an Urtext. However, people who disagree with
some of the judgements made will have the source available to them.

These quartets are very suited for amateur players. The first violin part contains occasional virtuosic episodes
which can be quite challenging, the other parts (as well as the bulk of the first violin part) are readily accessible
to amateur players.

Details for performers: The metronome markings present in the source (first violin part only) were included in
the typeset. If they are by Mazas is unknown. They do not always match the music very well; especially the
adagio introduction of the first movement has to be fast enough to feel as if written in cut time (2/2), otherwise
the listener won’t recognize the rhythm at the beginning when it makes a surprise re-appearance in the
development section of the allegro.

Likewise the tempo for the minuetto (at J. = 27) does not match the tempo marking allegro.
The marking “dolce” implies “piano”; it is almost always used in leading voices.

Approximate performance times:
Adagio - Agitato non troppo presto (4 =60 /4 =96): 6 /2 min. Minuetto (/= 140): 5 min.
Adagio (4 =156): 5 min. Allegretto (J.= 100): 6 min. for a total time of 23 - 24 minutes.
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