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Performance Notes 

  

This arrangement  of Geminiani's Concerto Grosso for string orchestra  (which appeared

in 1729) has been made from the 1961 Scho  Edition supplemented with information

from the facsimile of the 1753  score published by Le Clerc ( see section 2.2.2.1 on

h p://imslp.org/wiki/12_Violin_Sonatas,_Op.5_(Corelli,_Arcangelo)).

Geminiani studied with Arcangelo Corelli between 1704 and 1706, and his string

orchestral score is an arrangement of Corelli’s violin sonata (Op 5, No 12), which was

published on January 1

st

 1700. In turn, Corelli's sonata was a set of variations based on

“La folia” (follia in Italian) which is a dance tune of Portuguese origin, dating back to the

15

th

 century. For more details of the origins of the original melody, and of the more than

150 composers that have made use of it over the centuries, see Sarah Kirton (

h p://www.folias.nl/literatuur.pdf )  who makes a convincing case for La Folia being “the

greatest hit of all time”. Notable composers who have based compositions on La Folia are

Lully, Marais, D’Anglebert, Couperin, Vivaldi, CPE Bach, Alessandro Scarla i, Lizst

and Rachmaninoff. 

  

While the key is D Minor, the convention has been followed of writing the music with

an A Minor key signature with B Flats added as accidentals, where appropriate. The only

slurs/bowings shown are the small number included in the Scho  Edition, and cello

ensembles may well want to add further bowings. 

TEMPI:Tempo markings have been based on the Scho  and Le Clerc editions of the

orchestral version, but have also been informed by the IMC edition of the Corelli Sonata

(edited by Francesca i in in 1976) and the Gouin, David, Leonard and Conus editions of

the original Corelli sonata.  Three points are made : 

(a) The main discrepancy between these 7 sources is that Variation 20 is marked Allegro

in all the sonata versions, but is marked Adagio in the Scho  and LeClerc editions.  For

that reason "Allegro" has been used in the present arrangement. 

(b) A more minor discrepancy is that some of the violin sonata versions mark the second

variation "Allegre o" while others retain the Adagio marking from the first movement .

The "Allegre o" marking has been used in the present arrangement.  (c) All the "Adagio"

markings should probably be thought of as "Adagio ma non troppo". This is

recommended by Francesca i, and is in line with most recorded versions 

(d) Variation 9 has been marked "Andante" rather thasn "Adagio" in keeping with the

editions of the Corelli sonata 

(e) While most of the editions mark variations 7,13,14 18, 23 and 24 simply as "Allegro",

additional markings, principally suggested by David, seem to make musical sense and

are given in square brackets. In particular, in performance, a broadening of tempi in the

last two variations is customary  to indicate that the end of the piece is nigh.

ERRATUM IN SCHOTT EDITION: when the Scho   version is compared with all

the other versions it is clear that two bars have been omi ed  in Variation 5 between bars

73 and 74. This has been rectified by the insertion of bars 66 and 67 at this point, but these

have been numbered 73A and 73B to keep the overall bar numbering the same as the

Scho  Edition

Gwyn Seymour, Stonehaven, Scotland, October 2013

The present arrangement was made for members of the Giant Cello Ensemble, directed
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24. Allegro [meno mosso e largamente]
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