
Palestrina

Missa Ave Maria a 6

Source: Sixth book of Masses, Gardano, Venice 1596.

Original clefs: G2, C2, C2, C3, C3, F3.

These imply downward transposition of a fourth in Palestrina.

An upward transposition of a tone has also been applied in repect of the probable change in pitch.

The resulting voice types are a low soprano which is an unbroken voice, called Mean in England,

High tenor, ranging from low E to top A, standard Tenor and standard Bass.

The High tenor parts can cause problems for modern choirs. 

One solution is to have both altos and tenors on each part, and one or other fades out

when the part goes outside their range.

Original note values have been retained, except in the Hosanna where they have been halved.

I could not find a plausible metronome mark to encompass the relationship of

semibreve in duple time = three semibreves (original note values) in triple time.

Underlay has been presented as in the part books, uncluttered by dashes and underscores.

Abbreviations have been expanded. Text indicated by repeat signs has been given in full,

and preceded by an apostrophe. 

Ligatures have not been indicated in the interests of clarity.

Editorial accidentals are shown with a small circle.

Credo and Agnus Dei II: The cantus firmus is notated as in all other appearences. There is nothing to

show that note values are to be doubled, except a mensuation sign of C, with

barred C for the other parts. The standard notation is also used in the triple time Hosanna, which is repeated

after the Benedictus.

Sanctus: Bar 5: Cantus: Upper C as transposed.

Agnus Dei I and II: Canonic parts: Start indicated by a sign, end indicated by a sign and pause.

Agnus Dei I: Bar 20:Quintus: second note missing.

Altus: Penultimate note represented only by the #.

Agnus Dei II: Bar 23: Tenor: crotchet, quaver, quaver, minim.

For Jeff Ostrowski, Easter 2018
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